News & Views — February 2008

Qu ote

“The (Godwe serve is /ook/ng fora /oco/o/c

Dates for your Diaries
TJue i 2th Visitors’s E_vcning, Scott & Mcgan’s
58 Knock E_den Fark, 7.50 p-m.

Who will be knit as one community;
who will be g/ac/ to beareach other’s burdens

e Z9t}’ LcaP with | ?Archel! Farty evening
for Maria, Marg & Megan at
Be!mont Tower, E_ast Be!?ast

| ets make it a gathcring to remember

and whose commitment fuels their unity.

[n lives like these the S/O/Ht’s g/}[ts are nurtured.
bﬂ Jove anc/joy and peace their faith is known;
may we be found among the honoured number,
a /70@ /ocolo/c Christis /o/cascc/ to call bis own”.
A” are welcome - contact Gwen at

Hymn (Anon) T he Ark for more details.

Birthdays § Anniversaries-Feb 2008 wWelcomes § Farewells

==

With a real sense of loss we said goodbye to
d ebbie Abbott Hannah and James from The Ember last mont
We welcomed Lynda to our office and she is
getting her feet under the table these days!
2= Josean Hifman And t_he surprising news this month is that _Gwe
. o ) who is known to one and all through her ‘big
5% Seott’s L'Arche Annlversary hospitable heart’ will be leaving her role in the
250 Marin Garvey office at the end of this month. We are delighteq
25 Christine Shively though that she is open to continuing her
e Hewrl Kotvrda relationship with us as a community member a
that she excited about her new job.
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We celebrate You, and the gifts you bring tnto our
world — we give thanks that you ave part of our lives

=2 Rebecen Gower
18" Megan’s L'Arche Awwiversarg

update: Looking back at the month of January it seems as if it was as long as a year and that we have
been busy) for every moment of it but if we ask ourselves what we have been up to there tsn't much to
veport. [ think that january often seems to be Like that.

We are curvently Looking at how to broaden our friend and volunteer base. Because of so much
transition lately we really need some practical support at the moment and we want to start
constdering how to regularly tnvolve others tn meeting that need. i you would Like to be nvolved in
this project anol feel that Yyou have time to offer (wo matter how Little) please contact the office at
nfo@larchebelfast.org.uke or by phone at 02 90 221337

The Dream: Together n community we dream of “a world ... where people, whatever their race,

religion, culture, abilities or disabilities can find a place and reveal their Gifts” — jean vanier, Founder of UArche
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Stone touses

Some people lire without anthing and have everything,

The example that aliays comes to mind for me (s in Aftica, This little old black
African man and | prayed together after a long session, tte prayed with such
tendemess, saying, "O Lord, help us never to move into stone houses," find everybody
echoed, "lfes, Lord, Yes, Lord,"

Afterward | asked the missionaries what he had meant, "ell a priest said, "look at
the villages. Theyfre all door-lesc thatch huts, And so as long as you live a simple life
in a thatch hut with no doors gou don't know where your famdy endc and where the
next famdly beging, You move in and out of one another's lives, and &' all really one
famdly, find there's no poscessing, there's no mine and thine; &' ours, ¥ 2 world of
commundty,” "Once the first sbone hut is but in 2 village," the micsionary continued,
"ery quickly 2 door and locks are put on & Inmediately the world of mine and thine
s created, The entire social worldiiew, the entire understanding of self, changes
but, . . 14 say qou can't see God very well if qou spend too much time inside qour
done houge,

Richard Rohr
A Spirttualtty of Subtraction

Out of the blue the other day someone sent me on tiikeand it
really spoke to my heart so | thought that | would sktaréh you. |
love the idea of not knowing where your family ends andretthe
next family begins. It's what community has alwaysantefor me —
a community that is always bigger than the boundaraswk could
ever put on it — a community that could eventually bectirevhole
of the world.

In January we have been praying fervently for Robinlsrédovery.
Robin is one of Megan'’s closest friends from childhodw Wwad to
have very major surgery in January in an attempt tcaare
reverse a progressive closing of her arteries which darebin to
have the first of many strokes 5 years ago when shéwes late
twenties. Every day we prayed with all of our heattads
extraordinary to witness how we could love someone we haver
met. It made my heart turn over because we have akaa/the
notion of our tiny community being the possibility of a MdoWide
Web of Humanity and here it - stretching all the wayrfrthe
Ormeau Road in Belfast to Bozeman, Montana and beyond. O
assistants leave and every one of them comes lhakyito visit —
they are part of that web that is spreading to placdsit don't
even know but belong to us anyway.

We have never closed the circle when we pray in oimencunity. It's
so that there is a space in our community for all Weatannot see.
Even though our houses are made of bricks and mortadatgrs —
maybe we are managing to keep the mud hut mentality alive!!!

ﬁyztﬁﬂr we Fray
Laving 90&(
You call us into Ining

ang qive us our mission,
Thank You
far the 71}% af one another,
Thank You far our ] ourney
tagetfwr in L'Arche.
#al;: us to qgrow
in our response to you,
Listening to your Voice within us,
Seeing YJou around us,
Deligkting in our 7ifts,
Forqiving one Aancther
far our fmtings,
Walcaminq tomorrow
in Faith, #a};a and Love.
Amen

we give thanks:

- For Robin's slow sure
recovery and for her place in
the community of our
hearts. Thinking about her
makes our worlol bigoer.

- That our lives ave filled with
possibilities that excite us
and prayer that sustaing us.

we ask:

- That we continue to Live tn n
spirit of friendship, joy and
abundance.

- That we are good friends to
one another and to others.

- That our world grows bigger
ano bigger and that all
those who are bn our hearts
for whom Life Ls challenging
because of il health, despair,
family problems and other
suffering will be blessed by
our prayers and our longing
to support them.
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